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NEWS HISTORICAL 


(Editor’s note: This 
article on the 100th 
birthday today 
(Thursday) of the 
founding of the Lake 
County Historical 
Society was submitted 
by the society’s current 


president, Steven J. 
Yaros Jr.) 


In the year 1875 a group of 
Lake County pioneers and old 
settlers met at the Lake 
County Courthouse on July 24 
ahd decided to form The Old 
Settlers Association of Lake 


County and to hold yearly 
meetings to renew old 
acquaintances and to recount 
pioneer experiences. 

The first yearly meeting 
was held September 25, 1875 at 
the fairgrounds and after 
eating heartily of the sump- 
tuous dinner, which had been 
spread in Floral Hall, the 
meeting was called to order by 
W. A. Clark and prayer was 
offered by Rev. T. H. Ball. 
After a few opening remarks 
by the chairman, an old song, 
entitled “The Indian Cap- 
tive,"’ was sung by Dr. Wood. 

Reminiscences of old times 
were delivered by G. 
Hurlburt, R. Fancher, H. 
Wells, W. A. W. Holton, Amos 
Horner, J. H. Luther and 
others. Two long letters were 
read, one from_ Solon 
Robinson, who had gone to 
Tennessee for his health, and 
the other from Joseph Jackson 
of Wapello, Iowa. 

It was decided that all who 
had come to the county prior 
to 1840, should be entitled to 
the distinction of being 
pioneers, while those who had 
come after 1840, and previous 
to 25 years ago, should be 
known as old settlers. 

The objects of the 
Association are to renew old 
associations, to recover old 
events and to enjoy a few 
pleasant hours together. 
Meetings are to be held an- 
nually, subject to the call of 
the president. 

The first permanent officers 
were: W. A. Clark, president: 
Oscar Dinwiddie, secretary: 
Rev. T. H. Ball, historical 
secretary: J. H. Luther, 
treasurer. 

This fine association con- 
tinues unbroken today and is 
known as The Lake Countv 


Historical Society. 
Below are listed its past 


presidents: 1875-1881, 
Wellington A. Clark; 1881- 
1891, Bartlett Woods; 1891- 


1898, Wellington A. Clark; 
1899-1908. Oscar Dinwiddie; 
1908-1910, Sam B. Woods; 1910- 
1912, Mrs. J. S. Crawford; 
1912-1914, Lewis Little; 1914- 
1916, M. Elmer Dinwiddie; 
1916-1920, Oscar Dinwiddie: 
1920-1922, Mrs. LeGrand T. 
Meyer; 1922-1923, Col. 
LeGrand T. Meyer; 1923-1924, 
A. W. Stommel; 1924-1925, A. 


J. Smith; 1925-1926, Albert 
Foster; 1926-1927, J. O. 
Bowers; 1927-1928, S. C. 
Dwyer; 1928-1929, J. B. 


Peterson; 1929-1930, Jesse E. 
Wilson; 1930-1931, Claude 
Allman; 1931-1932, Arthur G. 
Taylor; 1932-1934, Matthew J. 
Brown: 1934-1936, Jesse 
Little; 1936-1940, Frank 
Borman; 1940-1941, Fred W. 
Schmal; 1941-1942, Herbert E. 
Graham. 


Also 1942-1943, Frank 
Borman: 1943-1944, Dr. 
William Weis; 1944-1945, Dr. 
H. C. Groman,; 1945-1946, Fred 
W. Schmal; 1946-1947, Otto J. 
Dahl; 1947-1948, Earl J. 
Bailey; 1948-1949. Thomas K. 
Fisher; 1949-1950, Paul W. 
Knight; 1950-1951, Roy W. 
Hack; 1951-1953, Dr. John W. 
Iddings: 1953-1954, Andrew J. 
Krieter; 1954-1955, Alice 
Mundell Demmon; 1955-1957, 
Fred Homfeld; 1957-1959, 
Joseph E. Brown; 1959-1961, 
Chester A. Clark; 1961-1963, 


Miss Rena’ Dahl: 1963-1966, 
Mrs. Thomas Haney; 1966- 
1967, Chester Crisler; 1967- 


1969, Walter Gard; 1969-1972, 
Miss Cerilla Saylor; 1972-1974, 
Miss Ijunia Ball; 1974-1975, 
Steven J. Yaros Jr. 


